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sugar, nor spices of any kind. Even candles, in some
cases, have been replaced by a cup of grease in which a
piece of cloth is plunged for a wick.

This poverty was prolonged and rendered more
acute by the lack of transportation. Horses, mules,
wagons, and carriages were scarce, the country
roads were nearly impassable, and bridges were
in bad repair or had been burned or washed away.
Steamboats had almost disappeared from the
rivers. Those which had escaped capture as block-
ade runners had been subsequently destroyed or
were worn out. Postal facilities, which had been
poor enough during the last year of the Confed-*
eracy, were entirely lacking for several months
after the surrender.

The railways were in a state of physical dilap-
idation little removed from destruction, save for
those that had been captured and kept in partial
repair by the Federal troops. The rolling stock
had been lost by capture, by destruction to prevent
capture, in wrecks, which were frequent, or had been
worn out. The railroad companies possessed large
sums in Confederate currency and in securities
which were now valueless. About two-thirds of all
the lines were hopelessly bankrupt. Fortunately
the United States War Department took over the